
From The Garden Gate.

Hello,

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Garden Gate.  Hopefully the weather will
start to cool and we get rain to enjoy the changing colours of the leaves.
That doesn’t mean the garden is slowing down. Now is a great time to organise
your compost bins for the influx of leaves to create a fantastic leaf litter mulch for
spring. I always pick them up with my mower with the catcher on, it helps to chop
the leaves finer to break them down faster. As you add them to the heap,
remember to add pelletised chicken manure for nitrogen to help the micro-
organisms to break the leaves down. This will give you a lovely rich compost in 6
months time.

Now is the time to prepare your beds for winter crops. Topping them up with
compost or mulch is a great way to ensure you have a bumper crop of winter
vegetables.

So what should you be growing? There is far more to grow than you may think!
Some of the best to try are:
*Broad Beans, *Beetroot, Brussels Sprouts, Cabbage, Cauliflower, *Carrots,
Celery, Coriander, *Dill, Leeks, Lettuce, Onions, Parsley, *Parsnips, Peas, Potatoes,
*Silverbeet, Spinach, Spring Onion, Thyme, Wormwood and Yarrow. Also don’t
forget to plant out your Garlic!
*The plants with an * are best done by direct sowing.

Enjoy the cooler weather and go get your hands dirty!

Helen
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Participants from both Melba Support and Eastern Ranges Project have been
actively engaging with our community garden, dedicating their time and energy to
a variety of essential tasks. They have participated in planting vegetables, weeding
the garden beds, and sowing seeds for future harvests. In addition their creativity
and teamwork were evident as they worked together to paint the concrete barriers
surrounding the garden, transforming them into vibrant welcoming features that
enhance the overall beauty of the space.

Over the past year the Mooroolbark Community Garden has undergone a
remarkable transformation. We have diligently turned organic matter into
nutrient-rich compost. We have set up six composting bins, each at different
stages of decomposition, allowing us to efficiently manage our composting
process. We are excited to be using our own compost on our garden beds.

Composting Bays

Melba Support and Eastern Ranges Project



The green space is flourishing with the planting of Creeping Thyme
and Roman Chamomile in a beautiful spiral design. As these plants
take root, each step into the garden space will unveil a soothing
fragrance, inviting a sense of tranquillity. This area of the garden is
meant for serene moments and quiet reflection.
The garden is near a 
Kindergarten and while it 
might not always be super 
peaceful, we hope you still 
find plenty of joy in the garden's 
charm!

The charming facade of The Hobbit House now decorates the fence of the Early
Learning Centre capturing the imaginations of children and inviting them into a
world of creative play. This delightful addition not only sparks curiosity but also
provides a whimsical backdrop for countless adventures as the children explore
the garden. We extend our heartfelt thanks to The Robertson Family for their
generous donation. This addition has greatly enriched the garden experience and
fostered a sense of community and joy among everyone who visits.

The Turkish Orange egg plant is an 
heirloom variety from Turkey. It
produces lots of orange fruit that
resemble tomatoes. It requires full 
sun, ample water and rich fertile well
drained soil. 

Native to Ethopia, Red Okra is the
only member of the  Mallow family
which includes (Cotton, Hibiscus
and Hollyhock) to bear edible fruit.
Used in soups, 
gumbo and stews for
its gelatinous 
thickening abilities.

Unusual plants in the garden.

The Hobbit House.

Green Space.



Dates to remember......

While the weather is still pleasant, join us for a Twilight Picnic at the Garden,
2nd Friday of the month. Bring your food or a plate to share along with games and
musical instruments. Chairs and tables will be provided. 
The picnic starts at 5:30 PM on March 14th.

Mooroolbark Community Garden Market will be held on the of 30th March (the
4th Sunday of the month), with local artisans, MCG’s sausage sizzle as well home
grown plants and seedlings.

Come and support us and buy a sausage at the Mooroolbark Coles sausage sizzle
on the 19th April from 9am till 2pm.  If you can help out with an hour or two on the
stall, please contact us at Mooroolbarkocg@ gmail.com.

Mulch

Thanks to a local arborist, we have been receiving some good quality mulch.  MCG
is happy to share this resource with local gardeners. If you're interested, feel free
to stop by the garden and chat with one of our volunteers.

Happy gardening everyone,
please come down and get

involved in whatever
capacity.

Cheers from the team at
MCG.


